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The Flag Follows the Citizen,

We think no loyal American and fair-
minded citizen will now be disposed
to withhold from President ROOSEVELT
and Secretary HAY full credit and high
Bonor for the energetic measures which
have resulted in the release of 10N PER-
DICARIS,

The naval demonstration at Tangier
has been criticised as inordinate. But
it has accomplished its purpose and
thereby- justified the Administration's
method of dealing with a troublesome
incident. This is what our ships are for.
The despatch of every available vossel
in the Government's service would be
no excessive display of vigor, if needed
to emphasize the fact that our flag fol-
Jows and protects our citizens in any
part of the world.

Thereé ia no braggadocio in the asser-
tion of this principle. Mr. ROOSEVELT
did his duty with the promptness and
adequate display of resources which
might have been expected under the
circumstances from an Executive of his
charaotér,

The expedition to Tangier has justi-
fied itself, both by practical success in
the case of the individual concerned
and as an impreesive illustration of a
fixed national purpose with regard to
all who have the right to claim the
protection of the American flag.

Christianity.

A very able correspondent, whose let-
ter we printed a few days ago, con-
structed an argument to sustain an
assertion or assumption, with which he
started out, that “for a hundred and
fifty years the Christian religion has
been slowly expiring.” To-day his po-
gition is assailed by a clerical corre-

ent as unsupported by the facts
of history and of the present oondition
of thought and of practice in the oivi-
lived world; but another writer takes
the ground that it is proved “clearly
enough" by contemporary sentiment
and conduct.

Undoubtedly, this discussion is pro-
voked at this time by the terrible catas-
trophe in New York harbor, which turned
‘the thoughta of both the faithful and the
infidel ‘to the question of a religious or a
purely natural explanation for the phe-
nomena of life and of the universe. A
great politica] canvass is at hand, and
coincidently with that disaster the con-
cluding preparations for the national
convention of one of the great political
parties were made, and now it has nomi-
nated its ticket for President and Vice-
President and propounded the principles
and policies on which it will appeal to the
people. Meantime, the other of the
great political parties is making ready
for a speedy decision of the principles
apd policies it will take in opposition,
Even at this time of preparation for a
momentous election the religious question
is paramount in the minds of very many
of our correspondents.

This demonstration justifies the con-
clusion of our clerical correspondent of
to-day, from his private observations,
that the interest in the subject of
religion is peculiarly great at this time.
It is true, as he says, that, in spite of
the presant discussion of a question which
assumes religious decadence — “Why
Don't Men Go to Church?"—men now
are sotually going to church as much
as ever, and perhaps more than ever.
Church attendance in this country, cer-
tainly, is larger proportionately than it
was at the foundation of our republic,
at which time the religious condition
here was not encouraging. “French
infidelity,” as it was called, the religious
infidelity borrowed from a brilliant
French school of writers at the revolu-
tionary period in France, was fashion-
able among the men prominent in the
organisation of this republic.

Sinoe then American Churches have in-
creased and strengthened, until now

‘like thirty millions of the
eighty millions of our population are
communicants of Churches, representing,
acoording to religious statisticians, nearly
three-fourths of the American people,
including church members and those
who are directly under the influence of
the churches. Dr. WALTER LAIDLAW,
an authority in religious statistics, esti-
mates the “churchless population” at less
than twenty-two millions. Censuses
of church attendance in our largest cities
agree, however, in finding that only
something like & fourth of the popula-
tion go to church. Small as that fraction
may seem, it is greater, however, than
the percentage of churchgoers in Lon-
don and probably greater than in gfly
country of Continental Europe.

Church attendance of the present time
is astributed by another correspond-
ent to motives largely other than

merely conventional, ex-

terior conformity, when the essence of
faith has been lost. Very

», thare is much of such purely
ohurch-going, as there has

but whether it is relatively

more or Jess than in the past is purely
OOtNlL ‘The zb fact which seems
is :::t. doubt and

R religious theologioal
dogznes are more widespread and more

of revolt that a league for the de-
fence of the Bible hasbeen formed—patent
evidence that faith in supernatural Reve-
lation has been shattered even in relig-
jous minds. The Presbyterians have
felt compelled to revise their standard
of faith. In the Episcopal Church clergy-
men and Bishops of learning and dis-
tinction practically give up the dogma
of the Incarnation as stated in the
Apostles’ Creed. Eternal punishment 13
denied or evaded in pulpits and in essays
representative of Churches once strictly
orthodox,

It will be seen, therefore, that there
is room for a difference of opinion con-
cerning the Christian religion—whether it
is progressing or falling back—according
to the predilections of the individual.

This fact, however, is indisputable:

Christianity as anorganization isstronger
in the world to-day than ever. Rela-
tively to the population, in this country,
certainly, there are more Christian
churches now than there were a hundred
years ago, and more than fifty years
ago—more churches and more church-
goers. In the breasts of more of these
nominal worshippers relatively, are
there hidden more and more precisely
formulated doubta than there were at
any previous period among the relig-
iously disposed? Perhaps so; but Chris-
tianity as an institution continues strong
and in many respects is more powerful
than ever in the hearts of men.
Our infidel correspondent proposes a
“Church of this World "—a Church of ma-
terialism and of science—as a successor to
the Christian Church of supernaturalism;
but religion without worship of a super-
natural Power is impossible. You can
build a moral philosophy on science,
but not a religion.

Indiana and Wisconsin,

The political importance of Indiana
ia largely reminiscent; that of Wiscon-
sin is contemporary. Indiana has 15
electoral votes; Wisconsin has 13. In-
diana has the same electoral vote as it
had in 1873, when. Wisconsin's vote
was only 10.

The former influence of Indiana was
due to two causes: it was one of the
Ootober States, holding its State election
in the month preceding the national
election, and was the most uncertain and
closely contested of the October States.
It was noted for its leaders on both sides:
HENDRICKS, MCDONALD, VOORHEES,
HoLMAN, and “Bluejean” WILLIAMS
among the Democrats, and MORTON,
HARRISON, GRESHAM, PORTER and CoL-
rax among the Republicans. 'These In-
diana leaders, who showed their popu-
larity at the polls, have been succeeded
generally by leaders with little popular
support, men selected by other leaders,
by committees and the choice of po-
litical committeemen.

Indiana is geographically between two
larger States, Ohio and Illinois, and on
their politics it exercises no great in-
fluence. Wisconsin, with nearly as many
electoral votes as Indiana, is the most
unceriaij State of tlie “Lake group,”
which includes Minnesota with 11 and
Michigan with 13 eloctoral votes. Wis-
oonsin elected a Dc n1ncratic Governor
in 1800, and reelecte | him in 1802, his
Republican oppone:
SPOONER. In the latic: vear the Demo-
orats carried the Statoe tor CLEVELAND.
With the Republican party squaroly
divided in Wisconsin this year, and two
Republican candidates in the field, Wis-
consin will probably claim more atten-
tion in the Democratic National Com-
mittee than ever before.

The Columbia Leasehold.

The budget of Columbia for the year
beginning July 1 shows that the interest
on the university's debt has increased
during the past twelvemonth from
$136,728 to $224,000, Part of this increase
no doubt represents an advance in the
rate of interest, without any enlargement
of the principal of the debt. Trustees’
notes renewed under the conditions
which prevailed in the financial markets
last year presumably carry a higher rate
of interest than they formerly did.

At the same time, the principal of the
debt has also grown, partly through the
purchase of land on Morningside Heights.
The budget indicates that unleas aid is
received from unexpected quarters a
gerious deficit will have to be faced be-
fore the end of the year. The running
expenses will aggregate $1,375,874, while
the estimated income is only $1,089,472.

The university's principal source of
income, apart from students’ fees, is the
ground rents obtained from its property
in the four blocks between Forty-sev-
enth and Fifty-first streets and Fifth
and Sixth avenues, Calculated on the
basis of the market value of the property,
the rate of income from the ground rents
is less than the rate of interest carried
by the university debt.

The freehold value of the realty has
increased rapidly in the recent past.
The full benefit of the enhancement can-
not be realized, however, until the ex-
piration of the existing leases, the bulk
of which have many years yes to run.

Whether the value of the holding will
continue to advance in the near future
is at least doubtful. If the property
were avallable for reimprovement the

persist. Fifth avenue has already be-
come a shopping thoroughfare as far as
Forty-seventh street. The side streets
between Madison Square and the Co-
lumbia leaseholds comprise the principal
apartment hotel and clubhouse centre
in the city. But the houses now on the
Columbia property, coupled with the ex-
isting long term leases, practically re-
striot the land to use as sites for private
reasidences.

If some of the lots were to be let for
business purposes the attractiveness of
the rest as residence sites would be de-
stroyed. The process of reconstruction,
onoe started, would require many years
for completion, It would be attended
by no end of trouble with tenants, and
perhaps temporary diminution of in-
come, The city's supply of apartment
hotels is just now in advance of require-
ments, and few are likely to be pro-
Jjocted for some time, even assuming that
builders would care to erect such houses
on leasehold sites.

‘8o long as the property remains in use

s this_spirit of inquiry | for private dwellings, can the university

being JoHN C..

|

expect any \er 'inorement of the
freehold value? . demand for high
grade residences has fallen off to a not-
able extent during the past two years.
Recent sales have almost invariably
been at reduced prices. Many compe-
tent observers believe that improved
transportation will presently modify the
influences that have heretofore been
sufficiently paramount to create a single

| fashionable residence neighborhood in

the heart of the city. Permanent resi-
dence on suburban estates is a growing
practice among people of wealth, and
with proper transportation it is thought
that colonies are likely to arise on the
outskirts of the city to dispute the pri-
mbacy of fashion with Fifth avenue,

Therefore, considering the financial
situation of the university and the prob-
able future of its investment property, the
trustees undoubtedly acted with judg-
ment in determining to extinguish the
more onerous part of the debt by dispos-
ing of the block bounded by Forty-sev-
enth and Forty-eighth streets and Fifth
and Bixth avenues.

Columbia owned the entire square with
the exception of the Sixth avenue front-
age. The holding comprised seventy-
twolota. Most of the leases on this prop-
erty run out in two to five years from
now. A few, however, extend until 1923,
Their presence in a compact group led
the trustees to withhold the southerly
half of the Fifth avenue frontage and six
adjoining lots on Forty-seventh street.
In order to preserve the residential char-
acter of the neighborhood, it was deter-
mined that all the lots submitted for sale,
except those comprising the northerly
half of the Fifth avenue frontage and
three adjoining lota on Forty-eighth
street, should be restricted to private
dwellings until 1919. The leaseholders
being the logical buyers, the right to pur-
chase was extended to them exclusively
for a specified period,

The offer, made last January, came as
a complete surprise to the tenants. To
gome of them it meant considerable
hardship. The leaseholds had been
freely traded in, and had commanded a
premium on the expectation that new
leases would be obtdinable. 1f the free-
hold had to be bought at full market
value the bonus paid for the leasehold
would naturally be converted into a
loss.

The tenants, alarmed by the possi-
bility of having to protect their homes
by heavy unexpected expenditures, were
also offended by the university's mode
of procedure, which, they claim, was in-
coneiderate and peremptory. They could
obtain no statement as to whether leases
would be renewed in cases where tenants
might be unable or unwilling to buy.
The prices were fixed without consulting
the leaseholders, and the trustees refused
to submit them to arbitration. An as-
gociation was formed to look after the
interests of the tenants, but led to no
substantial results, except to determine
a considerable number of its members
to decline Columbia’s offer.

The time set for the sale of the lota to
the leaseholders exclusively expired June
15, Of the sixty-two lots offered, thirty=
three have been sold. Twenty-eight of
the tenants, one of whom holds two lots,
refused to buy. The total of the prices
eatablished for all the lots was $3,805,600.
Only $1,620,500 was realized,

The trustees have not announced their
intention with regard to the unsold lots.
It is not regarded as likely, however,
that these will be placed on the general
market for the present. Until disen-
cumbered of the leases, the lots would
hardly prove an attractive purchase to
any one but a tenant. The ground rents,
established sixteen to nineteen years ago,
show a return of only 13 to 2}4 per cent.
on the trustees’ prices. The leaseholders
who declined to buy propose to wait un-
til the expiration of their leases, when
the university, or its successor if it sells
in the meantime, will be compelled either
to grant new leases or purchase the ten-
ants’ houses at an arbitrated valuation.
This policy is expected to prove embar-
rassing to the trustees, who are believed
to be in urgent need of ready money.

The partial failure of the sale raised
the question whether the trustees may

i not undertake to dispose of some of the

property in the three blocks to the north-
ward. Evidently, hoWever, they have
no present intention of resorting to this
measure, as an attempt is'being made to
induce the tenants there to canoel un-
expired leases and accept new ones pro-
viding a 4 per cent. return on revised
ground values fixed by the trustees.

Tenants in the block between Forty-
seventh and Forty-eighth streets claim
that the purchase prices demanded of
them were excessive. In a transition
locality there is always room for wide
latitude of opinion as to what constitutes
market values However, the trustees
unquestionably tried to reach a fair es-
timate. Appraisals were obtained from
three of the leading brokerage houses
in the city. The average of the figures
furnished for each lot was made its sell-
ing price.

It is interesting to note what some of
these prices were. The northerly half
of the Fifth avenue block front, 100 by
100 feet, offered without building restric-
tions, was valued at $875,000, of which
$205,000 was for the corner lot. The

tendency toward higher prices might | Forty-eighth street lots averaged $2,-

308 a front foot; the Forty-seventh street
lots, $2,108 a front foot. On the basis of
these figures, the four blocks compris-
ing what was once the Elgin Botanical
Garden should be worth $20,500,000.
When the property wae granted to
Columbia by the Stdte in 1814 it was
appraised at $74,000. The college has
enjoyed an income from it since 1860.

—_—

The First City Born President.

THEODORE ROOSEVELT is & native of
New York city—the first native of this
city, or of any large city of the country,
to hold the office of President of the
United States.

GEORGE WASHINGTON was born in a
small town in Westmoreland county,
Va.; JEFFERSON at Shadwell, MADISON
at Port Conway, the first HARRISON at
Berkeley, TYLER at Charles City, and
MONROE at a smcll settlement in West-
moreland county—all in Virginia. JACK;
SON'8S birthplace was at Waxhaw, an

fand JOMN QUINOY ADAMS
were borh in Quincy, Mass, (GRANT was
a native of Point Pleasant, Ohlo; GAR-
FiELp of Hiram, Rr1sON of North
Bend, HAYES of Delaware, and WILLIAM
MOKINLEY of Niles—all in Ohio. POLK
was born at Pineville, a settlement in
Mecklenburg county, N. C., a town of
less than 600 inhabitants. ABRAHAM
LiNcoLN was born at a small settlement
in Larue, then Hardin, county, Ky.; Gen.
TAYLOR at a small settlement in Virginia;
FRANELIN PIERcE at Hillsboro, Mass.;
JAMES BUCHANAN at Cope Gap, Pa.;
ANDREW JOHNSON at Raleigh, N. C. Of
the New York Presidents, MARTIN VAN
BUREN was born at Kinderhook, N. Y.;
F1LLMORE at Summerhill, N. Y.; ARTHUR
at Fairfield, Vt., and GROVER CLEVELAND
at Caldwell, N, J.

The cities of the country have exer-
cised in the commercial, political and
professional affairs of the country an
irfluence very far in excess of their vot-
ing population, but in the long line of
Presidents TREODORE ROOBEVELT is the
first President born in a city of the
first class—or, indeed, in a “city” of any
description.

Canadians and ‘‘ Americans.’

A short time ago a Canadian called
us to order for our use of the word Amer-
ican in a reference to the citizens of the
United States. The Toronto Globe of
June 21 comments as follows on Mr.
HAY'S recent announcement regarding
that term:

“ It he can succeed In making this substitution
general and permanent, he will be credited by
future generations with having conferred a real
service on his long-suffering countrywien, and
especlally his fellow lttérateurs and journalists.
It Is s0 much easier and neater to say ‘ the Ameri-
can Consul’ than It Is 10 say ‘the Consul of the
United States of America.'

“'There may be a division of opinlon among
our American cousins as to both the desirabllity
and the practicabllity of the proposed change,
and possibly Cangreas may have to legisiate elther
to turn Mr. HAY down or help him ous. This is a
purely domestio aspect of the maiter, as to which
foreigners need not express aay opinlon or evea
have one. If the people of the United States Indi-
cate that they sre virtually unanimous ia desiring
to make the substitution them & way of legalizing
it will speedlly be found. If, on the other hand,
they overwhelmiugly reseas the proposal, then it
will' be very prempily drepped. In this matter
vox popull vox del.

* So far as Canadians are concerned, as they can-
not prevent the change from being carried out, It
would be foolish to protest agalnst it. But a little
consideration may perhaps make clear to us that we
will gain rathey,than lose by the new distingulshing
titles. If the people of the United States arrogate
to themselves the epithet ‘ American’ we have
still the epithet *Canadian '’ to offset it. As In
actual every-day practice we never call ouiselves
* Americans,’ we need not regret losing the chance
of doing so without-fisk of belng misunderstood.
‘ Canadlans ' 1s a good enough name In the estl-
matlon of the people who have a historical and
geographical monopoly of it, and the proposal of
Mr. Hay, if It |s adopted, will help to keep the dis-
tinction between the two adjolning countries clear
to the minds of our kinsmen in Great Britain.”

Inasmuch as we are generally known
as Americanos, and are so called through-
out Latin America, north and south, and
now have the consent and approval of
the official organ of the Canadian Gov-
ernment, there seems to be no obstacle
to our use of the word, if we care to use
it. The main point is that it behooves
us to live up to the title.

The City Hall Park.

There will never be erected any rail-
road structure, temporary or perma-
nent, in City Hall Park if SAMUEL
PARSONS, Jr., the landscape architect
of the Park Department, lives up to his
record. The office which he holds was
created primarily to preserve the park
system in its entirety and to protect it
from such unwarranted encroachments
as Bridge Commissioner BEST suggests

Bridge. In the Landscape Architect is
lodged the power of veto. Section 611
of the Charter says:

* The [Park) Board may employ * * * a land.
oape architect, skilled and expert, whose asssent
shall be requisite to all plans and works or changes
thereof respecting the conformation, development
or ornamentation of any of the parks, squares or
public places ot the city, to the end that the same
may be uniform and symmetrical at all times.”

Mr. PARrsoNs is skilled and expert.
His long and distinguished service in
the Park Department warrants this
assertion, He has consistently opposed
all schemes for the disfigurement of the
parks or for their use for any other pur-
poses than those for which they were
created. 1

He is now in a position to do a very
great thing for the people of New York.

CeciL REODES'S vision of a railway from
Cape Town to Alexandria, called, for the
sake of euphony, the “Cape to Cairo,”
promises to become a reality in the not far
distant future. A train left Cape Town on
June 23 for Victoria Falls, 1,600 miles to
the north. The line from Cairo southward
now runs well into the great country of the
Sudan. Practically two-thirds of the dream
of the great South African exploiter is
already an accomplished fact. °

As a transportation line this routs stands
on a par with the proposed Pan-American.
For through traffic it will be almost use-
Jess. Rail rates for freight cannot compete
with water rates. For through passenger
traffic also it would be almost hopeless. The
voyage from Southampton to Cape Town,
a distance of a little less than 6,000 miles,
may now be made, with every possible com-
fort, in two wecks on liners of nearly 600
feet in length, like the Saxon, the Armadale
Castle, and the Kenilworth Castle.

In point of time, little would be saved by
the rail route. In point of comfort, every-
thing would be lost. Beven days and
nights on the cars through equatorial
Africa would be no pionic. Two weeks
of seasickness would be almost a luxury
in comparison with its discomforts and
miseries under the best of transportation
conditions. The cold of a trans-Siberian
trip may be shut out. The burning heat
of the African sun, combined with the in-
evitable fatigue, would be almost unen-
durable.

The mission of the Cape to Cairo line will
be to opon up the resources of Central

Africa.
SR —
The Child Population of Heaven.

To TER EDITOR oF TAR SON—8ir: One of your
porrespondents seems to Justify the destruction of
children on the Slocum as a measure of a loving
Provilence by saylng that heaven would be a duil
place without children. The clroumsiance that
nearly balf of the deatbs in the ordinary course
aof nature are of children under five years of Lge
would seem %0 suggest that there 1s no necessity
for the special and wholesale killing of a Sunday
umm-mnunthummmo‘:m
A H.

pepulation of hesven.
| Naw Yoax, June 22

|

|
i
|

for the relief of the crush at the Brooklyn |

| spalring of his life and he was months in recovering.
Dr. Lazear, however, after suffering the most fright-

: 2 (Wb setodar,

To Tus Epivom or Tam Sun—8ir: I
have with seal and ocuriosity read the
speeches thus far made at the Roossvelt
convention at Chicago by the Cabinet offi~
oer, Mr. Payne, who called the convention
to order; by the recent Cabinet officor,
Mr. Foot, the tamporary chairman; by Mr.
Cannon, the permanent chairmen, who ia
Speaker of the Republican House ot Wash-
ington; as well as the reported remarks by
another Cabinet offiosr, Mr, Bhaw, nnd
the utterances of sundry and various Sena~
tors who are in attendance as chairmen of
committees, and of the one who is to be the
candidate for Vica-President, None of those
officials vouchsafea the information I have
for a long time been wishing to geton these
pointa:

1. What did Mr. Roosevelt intend by his
menacing remark at Minneapolis in 1901,
that the United States and the several States
mul; modify their attitude toward prop-
erty

2. What has been the effect on the United
States of that which Mr, Root described as
the wide difference “in temperament and
methods"” between MoKinley and Roose-
velt?

8. Why did the prosperity of the country
begin to subside soon after Roosevelt be-
came President; and why has that proocess
gone on to such an extent as to compel
rallways to discharge from employment
over 75,000 workingmen?

4. Why have so few or none of the prom-
tnent Republicans, outside of the official
olasses, been permitted to be conspiouous
in the deliberations at Chicago?

New Yonx, June 25. INQUIRER.

Mr, Biaine and Dr. Burchard,

To TEE Epr70R OF TRE BUN—Sfr: One of
your oorrespondents claims that in the mem-
orable campaign of 1884 James G. Blaine
made no publio statement relative to the
famots Burchard incident, whioh, it is gener-
ally conceded, was a potent factor in shaping
the result of that contest, if, indeed, it didn't
aotually cost “the Plumed Knight”:the elec~
tion. If the Rev. Dr. Henry Davenport
Northrop’s “Life and Public Bervices of
James (. Blaine” may be cited as an authority,
Mr. Blaine not only alluded to the minister’s
unfortunate utterance, buttook pains specifi-
oally to repudiate the sentiment it expressed.
Dr. Northrop says that in New Haven Mr,
Blaine deliverad the following address re-
ferring to Dr. Burchard’s remarks:

There has been placed In my hands since my
arrival in New Haven an address from the clergy-
men of this city expressing thelr respect and con-
fNdence, and, through the person who delivered It,
the assurance that In matters of public right and
in matters of publio participation under the laws
and Oonstitution of the United States they know
no seocd; they know no Pr no Catbolic, no
Hebrew, but the equality of all. In the city of
Hartford I had a letter put in my hands asking me
why 1 charged the Democratic party with belng
Inspired by “rum, Romanism and rebellion.” My
answer, in the first place, Is that they put in my
mouth an unfortunate expression of another man;
and, in the next place, it glves me an opportunity
to say, at the close of the campaign, that in public
speeches 1 have made | have refrained from mak-
Ing any disrespectfu] allusion to the Democratic
party. 1 differ from that party profoundly on
matters of principle, but I have t00 much respect
for the millions of my countrymen whom it em-
braces to assafl |t with epithets or abuse. In the
next place, I am sure that I am the last man ia the
United States who would make a disrespectful
allusion to another man's religion. The United
States guarantecs freedom of religious opinion,
and before the law and under the Constlitution
the Protestant and the Hebrew atand entitled to
absolutely the same recognition and the same
protection; and If disrespectful allusion is here to
be made agalinst the religion of any man, as I have
sald, I am the last man to make It; though Prot-
estans by conviction and conneoted with a Prot-
estant Church, I should esteem myself of all men
the most degraded if, under any pressure or under
any temptation, I could In‘any presence make a
disrespectful allusion to that anclent falth in which
my mother lived and dled.

These brave words were spoken on Nov. 1,
under the very shadow of the defeat so soon
to follow, and which I firmly believe he fore-
saw. In my judgment, Mr. Blaine fell a
victim to the misguided zeal of a misgulded
friend. Josgrn W. HOLLISTER.

PirrsPIELD, Mass,, June 23,

A Medical Hero.

To TRE EDITOR OF THE ~—~Sir: 1 bave read
with a great deal of interest your editorial In to-
day's SUN on Dr. Walter Reed. Every word of It
Is true.

The board of which Dr. Reed was chalrman was
compased, besides himsel(, of Dr. Lazear and Dr.
Carroll, each of whom dellberately submitted him-
sclt to be Inoculated by mosquitoes known to
carry the yellow fever germ.

Dr. Carroll, who, by the way, 1s now In Washing -
ton and the one member of the board living, was
stricken with the fever, and for three successive
days cablegrams where sent to this country de-

ful agony for five days, dled, loaving, [ bellove, a
wife and two children In Baltimore.

Now, 1 do not wish to detract one lota from the
eredit that the world owes Dr. Reed; he deserves It,
also the proposed monument. But I do belleve
that just as much credit Is due Dr. Lagzear, who,
knowing of the dangers, voluntarlly submitted
Almself to be inoculated by the infected mosquito
and lost his life.

I belleve that Congress, In a moment of kindneass,
gave his widow a pension of $30 a month.

B. F. SHOWERMAN, M. D,

BATAYIA, N, Y., June 22.

——

An Anclent Catholic Collect,

To THE EDITOR OF TRE SUN—Sir: May I enter
& mild protest agalnat the good Lutherans' claim
to that beautiful prayer quoted by Mr. Willlam
Prioein your paper of 10-4ay? That ooliect ls, and
has been for © ries (long bef the Lutheran,
or any other Protestant Church existed), in the
service booka of the venerable Church-—Catholle,
Apostolio and Roman—at whose altars the under-
signed has the privilege to serve. I give the origl-
mn

“Protector In te sperantium Deus, sine quo nikil
eas valldum, nibll ssnctum; multiplica super nos
misericordlam tuam; ut te rectore, te duce, sio
transeamus per bona temporalla ut non amit-
tamus mterns.” C.E. W.

New YORK, June 23,

The Tiger's Sex.

To TN EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir; Can there be
any question abous the gender of a creature which
1s oo fond of the boys ss the Tammany Tiger?

Naw YORK, June %. Pure: O'Loga.

At the Intelligence Office.
Henry Peck—I want to get a cook for my wife.
Manager—Ask the girl on ihe end. She might
marry you.

The Vacant Paliman Chalr.

WIII he miss his former pleasures
In the 800a-10-be campalgn?
Wil he mias them, now his ofice
Bids him sllently remaln
1n seclusion, while another
Boards the Stumpidential train?
Will he miss them?
Wil het
Welll

WIill he miss the Roman candles
And the colored fire's flare,
While the village band was halllng
Him as ohlef, with brassy blare?
Wil he mias the town commliitee
And the yelling cverywhere?
Will he miss them?
Will he?
Gosh!

Wil he miss the stanch admirer
In the crowd before the atand,
Who declared in husky accents
That the speech he made was grand?
Wil be mias She honeat farmer
Who e3tends his humble hand?
Will he mias them?
Wil he?
Say!

Wil he miss the whizsing spoclal?
W1l he miss its grinning orew?

W1l he miss the dally questions
Of the men who Interview?

Wil he miss them all whon others
Do the things he used to do?

Will he miss them?

3 CHRISTIANITY,
An Answer to the Cerrespemdent Whe
Argued That it Is Dylng Out.

To TH® Epitor or TEE SuN-—B8ir: The
scholarly letter of your correspondent at
Tarrytown Is somewhat appalling. It would
form a very strong argument for relegating
Christianity to the position of s defunct
religious system, such as that of ancient
Egypt, or anolent Rome, if its assumptions
were correct. But they are not.

I consider two questions raised by your
correspondent, namely: First, will Chris-

tianity disappear by the gradual process of |
decay, when It ceases to be popular in the

world; and, second, when men do not go to

church, and churches are empty, must these |

conditions be regarded as evidences of the
gradual decay of the Christian religion?

The doeuments of Christianity contained
in the New Testament are manifestly ¢
productions of various authors, and profess
to give an account of the rise of the mission
of one of “the many Messiahs, " to whom your
oorrespondent refers: Jesus of Nazareth,
the reputed son of a carpenter, who claimed
to be the Bon of God, who was condemned
(and to all appearances justly condemned)
by the threefold verdict of the SBanhedrin,
which found Him guilty of blasphemy in
claiming to be the Son of God; the Roman
law, which found Him guilty of treason,
clajming to be a king, and the voice of the
people, who demanded His death because He
taught a system of morals contrary to the
received opinions of the people.

In the first place, the Master implies tha®
His religion was not intended for universal
adoption, It is “the way" (an expression
common to all systems of religion) which
is very narrow, very difioult and which few
will find. In process of time “the love of
many will wax cold,” there will be “a falling
away,” and when the great Teacher comes
again, as He promises, He will “not find faith
in the earth.” In the light of these paseages
I am surprised to find that Christianity in this
remote age is so popular. Paul even goes 80
far as to state that the religion of this Mes-
siah will not commend itself either to the
wealthy or the wise. He gays: “Not many
mighty, not many noble, are called, but God
hath chosen the foolish things of the world to
confound the wise.” In the light of these
statements I am aurrr »d to find s0 muny
kings, statesmen, millionaires and philoso-

bers professing to believe in this Messiah
n an enlightened age like the greoem. The
idea of exclusion from what called “the
world ” is so strong a feature in this religious
system that 1 find Johp advises “an elect
lud?' and her children” not to receive into
thelr house any one who does not belleve
in the mission of the Messiah. Taken all to-
gether, I should be disposed to pl%oe
tianity among those r:ﬁclom which are not
intended to be universal. It seems to be ex-
clusive In Its d’hcl luhl‘p&rlmu as exclusive
as the Hindulgm of the as and the brother-
h of the Persian fire worshippers, cer-
tainly not intended to be universal until
the Measiah again appears.

In m.m;‘ﬂnﬁ to answer the second ques-
tion—whether the gu\ugod fact that men
do n?t () church and congregations are
largely made up of women is an evidonoa of
the gradual decay of Christianity—~1 find
that they were “devout women"” who, rather
than men, stood by the original Teacher
at the most trying time o“ﬂ life and who
seem to have exerted a mighty influencein the
days of the Apostles. When Paul, the newly
converted preacher, passes over to rope
and visits the great Roman colony at Philippi,
he deliberntely selects a congregation made
up entirely of women. A tradeswoman, l&dll.
is his first oconvert, and e first ris-
is hospitably enter-

Turning over the

tian mllbllon to Europe
Paul to an exclu-

tuined by this woman.
pn‘re’ of a letter written b
sive little community in the worldly capital
of the great Roman empire, I find the saluta-
tions at the conclusion of that letter very
largely addressed to women.

is process of thought see to me con-
olusive and the mistake which is made in
the present day is in nupsgul that the world
is the Church and the Church is the world.
The “faithful” of the Roman Church and the
“alect” of the Puritans, seem to be in accord-
ance with such expressions as “found in
Christ, " “saints,” "the called” and many other
similar terms used by the writers in this
Christian book.

In reading the Koran I h&‘ve no difficulty
in cnmln? w the conclusion that it was the in-
tentiop of the founder of the religious system
idolatry by the sword and to bufld
up “the kingdom" by force of arms. In read-
ing the boo crrﬂod the New Testament I find
no difculty in forming the opinion that
the religion which is now fallod Christianity
was intended to be an isolated but powerf
spiritual force in a great, wick worl:
Consequently, I am surprised that so many
people go to church, so many mo::l pray,
8O Jmmy statesmen seem to be tnﬁa believers,
and so many rich men pour their offerings
into the treasury of Christ.

ut 1 am at issue with your correspondent

as to his facts. Since the dlscu:siomhu bge?
raised “Why do not men g¢ to church,

ave visited the following places of worship

n order to investigate matters: Bt.
rick’s Cathedral, St. Xavier's Church, Bt

i At. Bartholomew's Church,

Grace Church, St. Andrew's, lem tbo
Filth venue Presbyterian Churc tl{e Brick
Church, and the Marble Church, all in Man-
hattan; §t. Luke's, Brooklyn: St. Paul's,

rooklyn; Plymouth Church, and the Baptist
1 have foun egbo edifices well filled,
fn some cases crowded, and the proportion
ar men has always been very great. I"ﬁt
unday evening I just dropped {n on a little
(‘?'nlrocu(lonul church close to my home.
The congregation was small, but there were
twenty-two men and eighteen women. My
own llf%and exnerience from childhood spans
more than half & century, and 1 find many
more men go to church now than did Afty
years ago.

In the Christian world at large I see no
evidence of decay. The last two Popes of
Rome, Leo XIII. and Pius X. huv:hnot only
been men eminent in pisty, hut also of the
widest lpiritull Jn uence. So far as the
Church o gland is concerned, the progress
is something marvellous. en roline
the ﬂlunrlauos consort of George 1I.. and
Walpole ruled the Church, Bl.h op Butler
was almost the only Bishop who believed
anything. This was about the year 1740,
So far as America l%‘ concerned, conditions
were almost us bad, Then, going back to the
earlier ages when Christianity was the nowl{
adon&d religion of the Roman Empire,

nd rysostom, the Blshop of Constantino-
Elo. oomplalnlnﬂ that even on Sundays the

Flatbusn; the Church of the{}ood hoiaherd
'emple. | f

heatres were fi and the churches am{.y.
:,' "ul»L? n a day when Christianity has
ax
earth, and when »mperors and King
Presidents are found worshipping in
tian temples Sunday after S8un n;{.
Your correapondent says that “No« men do
not pray.” is {nty be his experience at
Tarrytown, but [t is not mJ %xpo enoe in the
great wide world. I found thousands of men
praying devoutly in the Cathedral at M
and in Notre Dame, in Paris. I found thou-
sandn of men praying ,3“" the dome of St.
Paul'g. London, moved to this enthusiasm
r the stirring eloquen of the present
shop of London. During last Lent o'l‘g
rinity Church, New York, was filled wi
praying men.
Fifty years n&? the secular press com-
al,euly ignored Christianity: gow it is found
be a most Interesting subject, and one
which often occuples columns of our very

begl papers,

t even if it were otherwise, it would not
affect the truth of the religion of the Naza-
rene. “It still movea!”

I remember reading somewhere in the t-
ings of Dumas that duri the time of the
Rorgias a great oh infidel went to Rome
to write A hook on the deoay of t stian
faith. He returned and exclaimed: * r,
as the Jmt Master hath said, the Church is
founded on a rock. The co’{ufmon of - things
s 80 bad that if there had not some

irher power sustaining and guiding the des-
tinies of the Churc e would have disap-
pearad long ago.”

This has been the position of Christianity
rom the very firat. The relicion of Jesus
s not of the world. It ia a epiritual system,
working in the world and standing as a pro-
test agalnst gha opinions of the world, As
Marzzinl, the Jtallan patriot, once sald: “We
wor-hle Jesus ns the founder of an age which
freed the individual ‘. glory atill “1 the

of Jasus, which is the symbol o;t # one
ye immortal virtue, the sacrifice of self.
“Yo“' it Is this very “cross,” which 8t. Paul
e

to almost every corner of ths
ria

¥s he preached and whioh ‘was a “stumbli
hlock to the Jew and foolishneas to tgg
Greek."” TrOMAS P. HUGHERS,

BROOKLYN, June 24.

The ‘“Church ef This World' to Suocoeed
Christianity.

To THE EniTor or Tar BuN—Sir: Your

jearned correspondent of June 20, “G. H. C.,"” |,

shows clearly enough that within® the last
forty years our knowledge of the origin, des-
tinles and duties of man has become com-
pletely revolutionized by the discoveries
of natural and economic science. The re-
sult of all this, as he shows, is the religious
and moral interregnum of which many people
have complained, Christianity has lost its
power for good and ls passing; not one-third
of the people have anything to do with the
churches, and those who go patronize them
st adjuncts to the police, or for show of
wealth! or from social or business motives.
But the soul of the thing is passing, and muast
inevitably pass, with the last vestige of be-
lief in ite veracity.

This complete overtura-ofthe-old view-of | te get ous of the dark reom.

1 the workd and sta

he | &

introduction by Bruno and Galileo of the
Copernican astronomy, the consequences of

e & ow on{i‘tz ﬁﬂf
the resuits.

ost
This o , W be lace
or 800 {u '.'u the greatest event in fhs his-
of the human race. s table, and
there is nothing to do but for the people to
or its acgeptance and realization,
y and morally, just us they have
“ou guum. commerce, solence and all
secular airs. We are now ‘lmloninz all
the in and with otnr civilization; but
‘is at

n, and consequently our morality,
m au vlowl of a world whio‘h
eteen hundred Xﬂrl %o

odgt_grrlnow_ and looked up to a “firma-
n

only fringed the

ment” a8 the “heaven” above it, and down to
| the “hells” beneath its volcunoes. T'hat wholas
| view. has been overthrown by the modern
| sclencs acooptna' b ev'w reasonable mun,
isM President White's arfare of Belenoe
and The Prol. Draper's similar work,

e introductfon to Prof. lLester F. Ward's
ynamio Bociology,” and all inodern sojen-
tifio 'm)fk; on astronomy, bhysics, hiology,

0

| and sociology.
i pa; ore o help l%ﬁl: not a single tenet
| of the religion of our youth can stand a mo-

| ment exce y ing the light of sclence
off from “"pt ‘Rxek::&u:uo of f » roligion of
centuries uron us, o
who, Jike “4 H. C.," call the atten-
the public to the real cause of the pre-
deficiencies of our education in moral-
conscience ure doing our
ublic & real service.
at, then, the remedy—what after,
\ce of, t odomrthg‘reliclona? The
ven by the scient above named
nd ot is plain: _The new, thea scientific
lewt?lf’ he world, which has dethroned the
rep

a
v
old, theological, v end its reli
i must replace thgm. Thﬂ’h ﬂ)e WAY oU ,onlx'a‘d
This World” s a fact. 1t
have ¢ l&proul

pte e

liberals, such as Huxley, and
eed, of :4:03000 who mll;o';‘t‘n
of Nothingarianism wili
he ‘wirmon. ambition :nd
& higher 'rd&do\u.'

mor soocial life. T.B. W.

Coscos, Conn., June 25.

THE RIDDLE OF THE UNIVERSE,

Compilaints Beoause ‘‘The Sun’ Gilves
1t Up. '

To Ta® EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: Are not our
ideas In regard to “God's love,” “God's merclies,”
“future existence,” &c., all founded upon selfiad-
ness? Does not the same Power which brings man
into existence also bring the horse, the dog and the
lowly ant into existence? Is there as much differ-
ence between the lowest order of animate creation
and man as there must be between man and that
Power which can control the destinies of us all?
In His sight is there any difference between the
ant, ever busy, and “the lord of creation,” busy
part of the time? May not any such difference
be In favor of the ant who does not waste time In
trying to fathom the mystery of existence, but
keeps on doing the best It knows how?

You are not expected to answer any of these
questions, but are they not more rational than some
of the queries and p sitions with which yon
have been inflicted since the lamentable Slacuim
disaster? TuoMAS B, Swirr.

ELIZADETH, June 23.

tion

Mr. Langden Persists in His Opinion.

To YEE EDITOR OF TEE SUN4Sir: You printed
my letter of recent date, in which I' commented
upon the tragedy of the General Slocum, and I am
neither surprised nor scared by the storm of pro-
test It brought forth. For your oriticism I thank
you—it was falr and manly. But we are all still
as we were, and will aAlways be. [ venture to say
that those who have criticised me have nelther
lost money, wives, children nor friends. “Let the
galled jade wince, thelr withers are uawrung."

I wonder 1if the mothers of the silums have the
same Idea of a good and beneficent God as have the
mothers living in Fifth avenue palaces.

Can you or others tell me where the goodness of
a benlgn and merciful God shows itself? Chlldren
come 10 life overy day, aye, every hour, yet it is
necessary to have a society to protect many of the
unfortunate youngsters agalnst the brutality of
those responsible for their being. [ shall doubtless
be met with the eternal reply that we know nothing
and must not seek to penetrate the mystety, and
1 suppose this condition will obtain until the crack
of doom. WILLIAM COVERLY LANGDON.

BRrOOKLYN, June 23.

The Cetton Broker's Disatisfacties.
To T EDITOR O THE SUN—SIr; Permit me o
ask that you do not repeat the “offence™ of begin -

closing It with a display of superlative knowledge.
You say in conclusion: “Ei you must take
the dogmatio theological e ation, purely on
faith, or you must make inexorable natural law
the ruler of man's destiny, and draw from this
terrible disaster the single lesson that man must
find out this law, obey it and use it for his beneft,
or else be erushed under its merclless operation.”

Now, what bas thls dogma ever accomplished
except dwarfing that which we call Intelleot, or
obstructing that which the world recognises as
progress?

Your last clause comprehends all there is to
know. You refer to “natural law.” This is pre-
cisely what the ignorant, the superstitious and
weak minded attempt to personify as God. Thev
supplicate it and pray to it with a falth that may
be sublimge, but Is none the less pitiable, It is iIn-
¢xorable, and no human plea changes it.

You tentatively remark that “man must find out
thts law.” In this case there was nothing to find
out. Enough was known, but knowledge was not
active; hence the “merciless operation.”

This assertion may be safely applied to matters
physical, economical shd soclological.

The dominance of ignorance and the influcnce
of so-called falth are with us In great force: yet
there is existent sufficlent knowledge and wisdom
largely to counteract if not nullify their evil sffects,
If that knowledge and wisdom should be properly
applied.

Mr. Editor, you clearly know enough. The
exeroise of a journalistic courage equal in degree
to your comprohension of things would soon make
you great. COTTON BROKER,

NEw YORK, June 23.

Hepe in the Riddle of the Universe.

To TEs EDITOR OF TRE SUN—Sir: “E. W.," whom
you describe as a Lutheran woman, seems to be
sadly shaken in er faith by the Slocum tragedy.
Having stated the doubts which the occurrence
awakens in her, she says: “It Is easy, hut not
soul satisfying, to give It all up as an |nsoluble
riddle.” Thisls precisely where I take lssue With
her. The fact that this, that all things are an
{nsoluble riddie, \s the one sure hope we have of &
future existence.

The more unmeaning 1 find life, the more unjust
the laws of nature appear 0 be, the mors cruel the
decrees of destiny appear to my earth bound in
telligence, the more sure 1 am that some way, some
where, at some time the solution in absolute good
will be maaifested to human belngs. Of all the
uathinkable things, the notlon of a Unliverse fecun-
dating In personality only to make a mock of It is
the most unthinkable, and there Is no third alterna
tive besides that and a )ife in which we shall know.

A BRLIRVER IN PROVIDENCE.

NEWw YORK, June 3.

———

Sympathetio Werds From a Minnesota Chureh.

To TN EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: The Young
People's Soclety of Christian Endeavor of the First
Congregational Church of Hutchinson, Minn., feel-
ing keenly for those who have 8o recently been be-
reaved by the General Slocum catastrophe, wish
the courtesy of your columns to extend thelr
full and heartfelt sympathy to the bereaved and
stricken friends whoae loved ones were so cruelly
destroyed by fire and water. Our hearts are very
tender toward them and we do not forget to pray
that “He who only can® may sustaln them now and
ever.

Especlally do we wish to be remembered to the
minister of the parish and managers of the excur-
slon who planned what they thought would he &
blessing, but which proved a “baptism of fire.”
And we would not forget the masters of the ship od
whom so many seem to frown in thelr hour of dark-
ness—mAYy God bleas all who weep, and may fustioe
be tempered with mercy. Very cordlally yours
in deepest aympathy,

E. L. Baooks, Pastor.
Mias MYRTLE HOOPER, Cor. Se8.

HUTCRINSON, Minn., June 22.

Pleased With the Prespect.
From the Kansss Clty Journal.

Sherift Dienst of Labette county recently took
Rastus Rose, & photographer, o the Insane asylum
at Osawatomlie. Mr. Rose was pleased with mueh
that he saw along the road. Hae coutinually re-
gretted the absenes of his camera, which prevented
. him from preserving the beautiful landscapes
| through which the traln was passing, Arriving at
| Osawatomie, he was enrsaptured with the gardens

and shrubbery surrounding the asylum. “You

Ike it, do you!” asked the Sherif. “Like it! Like
| 11~ exclaimed the prisomer. “Why, it 1'd knows
l 1t whs lke this, I'd have gone crazy 8 year agn.”

Art Nete From the Levant,
Jonah was thinking of his ploture
| always wanted to be done tn olt,” he remark-d.
“but | pever thought It would be In blubber.”
Valnly trying 10 look pleasant, please, he walied

ning an editorial with & plea of Ignorance, and
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